Study objective: The aim of this study was to assess the feasibility and safety of noninvasive positive-pressure ventilation (NPPV) via a face mask to aid in performing fiberoptic bronchoscopy (FOB) (CHEST 1996; 110:724-28) 
Study objective: The aim of this study was to assess the feasibility and safety of noninvasive positive-pressure ventilation (NPPV) via a face mask to aid in performing fiberoptic bronchoscopy (FOB) with BAL in immunosuppressed patients with gas exchange abnormalities that contraindicate using conventional unassisted FOB. Study population: Eight consecutive immunosuppressed patients (40 ±14 years old) with suspected pneumonia entered the study. Entrance criteria included the following: ( (Fig 1) . Ventilator pa¬ rameters were set at CPAP of 4 cm H20, PSV of 17 cm H20, and trigger of -1 cm H20. The FIo2 was kept at 0.7 while the patients adjusted to the system (at least 15 min). Before bronchoscopy, FIo2 was increased to 1.0 and kept at this concentration during the pro¬ cedure. A T-adapter was attached to the facial mask for inserting of the FOB (Olympus 1T20) through the nose (Fig 1) (Fig  2) . This increment was maintained over the study pe¬ riod. PaC02 never increased over the studyperiod (Fig   3) . Heart rate and respiratory rate decreased immedi¬ ately after initiating NPPV but increased slightly dur¬ ing bronchoscopy. After 
